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v.
WILLIAM PATRICK SHELDON,

WILLIAM SHELDON’S DECLARATION

In support of Defendant’s Opposition to
Plaintiffs’ Motion to Dismiss

Defendant.
I, William Sheldon (“Defendant”), make this declaration:
1.

I am the Defendant in this case. I reside at 3903 SW Baird Street, where I have

lived since October 1, 2016. This is a home with multiple units that, at times, includes up to nine
continuous residents. We all share internet that is secured by a common password and which is
controlled by the property owner, Donna Violetta, who is and has been the internet subscriber.
2.

At the time I moved onto the property, there were four other people living on the

premises with access to the shared internet access. It is impossible to know how many guests of
these people, and prior tenants, may have had access to the internet password.
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3.

The Complaint Mr. Crowell filed against me alleges that I have received multiple

DMCA notices about infringement activity. This is not true. I have never received a single
DMCA notice.
4.

On or about April 4, 2017, I received a letter from Mr. Crowell that I was the

suspect in a copyright infringement lawsuit that he had filed in this Court, which is attached as
Exhibit 1.
5.

Despite the fact that there five other people living at the property and using the

internet when I moved in, Mr. Crowell’s letter states that “Further investigation indicates that
you are the only party that was present at all the times of the observed activity who might
plausibly be responsible.” Id.
6.

After receiving the letter, I visited with my landlord, Donna Violette, to discuss

the matter.
7.

She acknowledged that she had spoken with Mr. Crowell and had informed him

that, in addition to me, there were four other people who lived on the premises with access to the
password.
8.

I was initially upset with Ms. Violette, and asked her that she get this straightened

out because the stress of Mr. Crowell’s baseless accusations was exacerbating a chronic health
condition. We were both distressed by the accusation. I confirmed with Ms. Violette that I had
never downloaded the content alleged, and that I know nothing about BitTorrent or how it works.
Ms. Violett confirmed to me that she would contact Mr. Crowell and explain to him that I was
not involved in the conduct he alleged.
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9.

After I was served with the lawsuit, I contacted Mr. Crowell by phone and told

him that I had never downloaded these films. I asked him if he might be mistaken or whether it
could be malware or a virus. He told me that this was not possible, and that he had evidence that
I had participated in illegal copyright infringement. He was adamant that I was guilty.
10.

The lawsuit he filed against me states that I have been “observed” illegally

downloading 2700 films. This is not true.
11.

When I was consistent, persistent, and insistent that I did not engage in any of the

activities that he alleged in the lawsuit, Mr. Crowell suggested that I give my entire computer to
his investigator, and that his investigator would call me. I was concerned that Mr. Crowell’s
investigator might try to plant evidence onto my computer. I phoned a foresic computer
specialist to better understand what Mr. Crowell’s investigator might, or could, do to my
computer. Fortunately, I never heard from Mr. Crowell’s investigator. Despite several follow up
phone calls to Mr. Crowell, he never phoned me back.
12.

Mr. Crowell states in his Motion to Dismiss and in emails to Mr. Perriguey that he

and I had a “settlement” or a “resolution.” This is not true.
13.

Mr. Crowell states in his Motion to Dismiss that I admitted illegally downloading

content. This is not true.
14.
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During my conversations with Mr. Crowell he was adamant that I was guilty.
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15.

When speaking to Mr. Crowell I felt threatened, intimidated, and freaked out.

I declare under penalty of peljury that the foregoing is true

Executed this 2nd day of June 2017.
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